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Ths \ iY t ; 
J The Star, Terre Haute, I; 


“fine cooperation of the Insur } 
ro lance Commission.” 
k 1972 “The Citizens for Bleit tie rif 


Fi Government would hope that 


] this case will serve to provei( 
i s È eT ty that our sole- purpose is -not 
) criticism of local government. 

+ 2s Q 


When praise is in order, as it 


certainly is for the Insurance| 
aH Commission, then we'll be the 
T: Flig first to give it,” Walker ex- 


yi Gn, for Better Gov-plained: 
amment announced Monday, “Most of all,’’ he continued, 
that an elderly local woman “we want local citizens to know}, 
has received an insurance pre-ithat we stand ready to help in 
mium refund after appealing to Such matters if at all possihle,”’ 
the CBG for assistance. i z 


! The 84-year-old woman, J 
whose name was not divulged, i 
reportedly purchased the insur- | = 
lance policy from the  out-of-| : 
istate. company after allegedly | 

{being harrassed by a represen-| 

{tative of the firm: | 


h + + + 
ji According to Warren G. Walk-! 
; er, president of CRG.the wom 
van came to the local citizens’ 
-group for help after explaining 
‘that she could not: afford’ the! 
[policy she purchased. 
Frank Galloway. another! 
.!leader of the CBG, then con-|' 
tacted the Indiana Insurance 
commission for assistance in 
investigating the matter.T he 
Commission contacted the in- 
surance company and within a 
short time, the woman received 
a refund/of approximately $290. 
Both Walker and Galloway 
| praised- what they termed the 


d mmn 
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pate Teveled the char 


gna: | Y See OPINION fy 3 
S Kes. ges against Kesler and. Bauer 


On Page 8, Column : 


The Attorney General also 
quoted the Indiana Legislative 
Council Committee which has 
‘asserted: “The committee does 


pantettt |not believe that a public official, 
-S AUS. 7 1972 ‘whether state or local, should! 


Log glowed to combine. in him 

inion "self, fesponsibility for several 
yf. offices,” ies 

Continued From Page 1 Sendak said that because both 


ty attorney. Boti maintain pri-| Kesler’ and Bauer receive com 

vate law practices in addition Pemsation as legislators and a 

to their official duties. eee come, f ron pee 
a z $ ._ offices, they are in fact holding) 
Kesler, who lost a heated PrI two jucpative offices simulta- 


| » f 
mai eae nc eer A neously in violation of the state | 


to the legislature, but, Baler! “Oars i ERE to. the 

seeks re-election in the Novem- yigo ¢ PPO! EERE © 

yer 7 general election Vizo Judge C. Joseph 
8 a O ae _ Anders ler did not serve 


In response to ty during the time 
in May. Kesler s Assembly was inj 
titled to ‘old ion and was not paid during 
simultaneously” 


hat time. When the assembly. 


Bill No. 58. wh : returned 
during the reg 5 on while 
sembly. The M ti p 

fect, providesit torg amed tothe coun-; 
can serve if art-re-}ty_ attor p i AWA ry by 
lated positions ait aunty | to 
receiver, | 3 Í IG.) -who as 
commissione oer A 160 | { city attor- 


j 

rea s follows 

“No person “hold 
tive office or appointment un- 
der the United States or under; 
this State. siall be. eligible to 
a seat in the General Assem-, 
‘bly; nor shall any person "old 
more than one lucrative offic 

at the same time. except as i 

this Constitution expressly per 

mitted . 

According to Sendak. defining 
what is not to be considered. 
a Jucrative office is a judicial 
function ratier than a legisla- 
tive function. 


7 


tion whi ise of 
the | the} 
Stat n office, An office tol 
which compe ion. whether 


salary or per diem. is attached: 
is a lucrative office.” - 


Baud Reiatsts 
teea 


State Representative Fred- 
erick T. Bauer (D-Terre Haute) 
called again Wednesday for the 
‘ocal Citizens for Better Gov- 
‘ernment organization to retract 
charges made against him last 
week. 

The CBG ‘has | ‘accused Bauer 
of violating the state constitu- 
tion by. holding two public of- 
{fices, state representative and 
county attorney, at the Same 


ime!’ |. 0m $ 
[Bauer asked for the retrac 
tion of the charges _ Wednesday 
uring a news conference at the 


See BAUE 
On Page 6, ca 


Vigo County Public Library 
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B AUG 
aller 
Continued From Page 1I 


again produced a 1964 opinion 
of the Indiana Attorney Gen- 


eral which clearly states the! 
+ olfice of county attorney is not: 
a “lucrative office’? and there- 
{fore may be held in conjunction: 
with the office of state repre 
sentative. 


“The CBG totally misquoted | 
ihe attorney general,” Bauer 
said at the news conference. 
“If there is no retraction ofj 
their statements, T will have toj 
suspect their motives are other 
ihan trying to promote better: 
| government.” 

Warren G. Walker, president 
of CBG. said. after Bauer's 
news conference thatthe local, 
organization remains firm in 
iis demand for Bauer's resig 
nation as county attorney. 

The CBG also is demanding | 
the resignation of State Rep. 
John A. Kesler (D-Terre Haute)| 
as probate commissioner, also’ 
contending that Kesler is ini 
violation of the state constitu: | 
tion by holding the dual offices. ! 

Bauer cited the 1964 opinion.) 
which says the county attorney) 
is a partner in a contract with: 
the county and is not the holder! 
‘of a “lucrative” office. } 

The term “lucrative” ap- 
parently is the point of dispute. 
The CBG had pointed to an, 
|other attorney general’s opin: 
_ion’ which says any offi 
which compensation. | ithe: 
ary or per diem. is 
iucrative office. ‘ 

During the ne 


‘from’ the Sta 
counts supporting 
tion. 
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Atty.-General Says 
He Made No Ruling 


“Community Affairs File 


The office of Indiana Attorney General Theodore L. Sendak Thursday denied 
a published report that Sendak this week issued an opinion that State Rep. Freder- 
ick T. Bauer and State Rep. John A. Kesler cannot serve as county attorney and. 
probate commissioner, respectively, while serving in the legislature. 

When contacted personally by Bauer in Indianapolis this morning, Sendak 
and Ed Johnson, assistant attorney general, read the controversial article from 
Thursday’s Star and told Bauer they would demand a retraction. 

Bauer said: 

“Sendak said he did not write any official opinion this week, and said that at 
no time has he ever said in writing or otherwise that I cannot serve in the legisla- 
ture and be county attorney in Vigo County.” 


NIONS 


; 
{ 
| 


ti! 


Discussing the controversy! 
which. has been generated by 
| Warren G. Walker, preside t pf 
ja “group, Citizens for Better 
| Government “(CB G), Bauer 


P) è Sa g } 


| ‘Up until now I've ignored, 
ithis situation. To me it was 
| ridiculous. An opinion written, 
by the Attorney General of In | 
| diana in 1964 (No. 14) specif-! 
ically says a county attorney is 
||ot a lucrative office and that 
‘there is no prohibition against 


a legislator also serving as 
(county attorney. 

“In my opinion, if they 

| (Walker and his associates) 


are seriously interested in bel-. 
ter government there ought to! 
be some other way` of approach- 
[ing it than taking up time of 
state and local officials with 


;exist and with questions that 
have been answered years 
l; ago.” 
' Johnson, the assistant at- 
i| torney general, when first con 
tacted about the ere sy. 
|| said: 
“We have absolutely no rec- 
‘lord of any opinion being issued 
jon that question. It came as a 
surprise to read the newspaper 
and find we were quoted in such 
a manner. To the extent he 
| (Sendak) is quoted in issuing 
an opinion in this manner, it 
is totally incorrect.” 

Johnson continued: 
| “This whole thing came as a 
| Surprise to us . . . especially 
¡when you put words in the at-. 
torney general's mouth saying. 
| he issued an opinion this week.” | 

When Johnson was told that, 
Walker Thursday morning 
passed out copies of a letter to 
House Speaker Otis M. Bowen 
from Sendak, accompanied by 
ia 1970 information copy of a) 
ireport, the assistant attorney 
general said: 
! “The attorney general may 
“have sent out a compilation of 
|opinions and laws that some- 
‘one mistook for an official 
opinion whether these people. 
are in violation or not, but he 
did not say they were in viola-; 
‘tion.” 

Initia] doubt on the «status ofl 
the opinion was cast by John 
Kesler “himself who noted that 


| Continued On Page 7, Col. 6. 


[regard to problems that don't} 


y 
“THE TRIBUNE, TERRE HAUTE, 
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| Continued From Page One. 


state representatiyes always. 


‘receive copies of Sendak’s opin-) 


ions. 


didate was contacted by Walker. ¢ 
Because an attorney general’ s| 
lopinion must be solicited only 
‘by a state official, Warren G. 
\Walker, CBG president, asked | 
Indiana House Speaker Otis| 
Bowen (R-Bremen) to make the | 
‘request. | 
A letter to Bowen, dated Aug . 
I7, acknowledged receipt stated 


~ “We usually get a whole en-|that the answer to two questions 
velope full of copies, and I have! posed (Can a state legislator 
not. received any referring tolhold the position of probate com- 


the question,’ Kesler com- 


mented. 


In reply to the OBG attack,| 


Kesler noted that the question 
they were really raising, in his 
opinion,, was whether they 
wanted what he called citizen-: 
iegislators or full-time legisla- 
iors. 


missioner at the same time? 
and can a State legislator hold 
the position of county attorney 
at the same time?) were con- 
tained respectively in public; 
law No. 16 and in a two-year-: 
‘old official opinion. A 


Attached to the attorney gen-/ 
eral’s letter were. copies of both | 


i Calling himself aj lame-duck Sources with no direct answer! 
egislator, Kesler, who was de- to the questions posed by the | 


feated in his bid in the a CBG. 


orimary for re-election, com- 


mented that he felt he had ful-|: 
resposibilities as al 


filled his 


i 


state legislator, barring a spe-|. 


cial call for a special session. 


At a news conference Thurs- 
day morning, Walker said alle- 


f 


gations that two Vigo County, 
representatives are in 


state 
violation of the Indiana consti- 
‘tution had been backed. up. byi 
ian opinion by Sendak. 


_ However, a perusal of the re- 
ply sent by Attorney General 
‘Theodore Sendak showed that 
it is more of an answer to af 
question rather than a ruling on 


the specific issue. 
Being questioned by the CBG 


are the governmental responsi- 
bilities of State Rep. Bauer who 
rhas served as county attorney; 


since January, and State Rep. 


Kesler who is probate commis-; 


jsioner. During a Thursday 


morning news conference, the, 
citizen organization asked for! 


the resignation of each man 


from one of his government-}, 


jrelated positions. 


! The attorney general’s reply 
was sent to Indiana 


ı Republican gubernatiorial can- 


House! 
Speaker Otis Bowen after the} 


| 


f 


‘False Claims of Citize 
p Retut ited 


Gro 


“By JAMES DRESSL ER an 
Tribune Staff Writer pe the Republican no: 
for city councilman of the fifth 

572 to 221. 
is Republican precinct committee 
sought elec- 
to the Republican nomi- 
is in violation of nation for office several times. 
iL was several months after | 
his he lost the Republican nomina- 


Probate Commissioner 
A, Kesler Friday said he 


concerned by 
made by 

that Kesler 
law in serving 


missioner before “ending 


Warten. G. 


SS Pp NE 
Wane: ane Saks 


John district, losing 


claims” man, he has 


Walker tion 


“false 


as probate com 


SL 


25 eli 


yee esier 


Kr At Friday’s press conference, 


ze 


Nination| Kesler said: 


“He (Walker) claims to speak 
A|for an implied multitude called 
‘Citizens for Better Government 
w hose identity or membership 
have never heen revealed in 
public. 

“For those who may think 
that there really is a great fol- 


term as state representative, fion for the city council in 1971| lowing of good. independent citi 
this year. = \that Walker started Citizens for|zens interested only in good 
At a press conference held Better Government. which he government that Republican 


al the courthouse at 10 a.m. 


Friday, Kesler 
tries to ignore 


\tivated slurs’ that usually crop 
up around election time, but 


added: 


“I feel obligated to set the 
jrecord straight on the recent 


‘claims which 


said he usually 
“politically mo- 


Warren Walker 


persists.in making about me.” 

Kesler said Walker seems to 
be somewhat of a mystery man, 
claiming to speak not for him- 


self but for 


a group Called 


Citizens for Better Government. 


Kesler is a 
Walker is a | 


Democrat, while 
ongtime Repub- 


lican. Walker has voted in Re 
publican primaries since 1952. 


In the 1971 


c 


May primary, 


Vigo County Pubiic Library 


Cc I yii 
# To 


-p p PA 


Community Affairs File 


date for Republican ; 
committeeman of Precinct A of |Uation. 
the Eighth Ward, 
against John P. Morgan. 


serves as president. 


, In the 1970 May primary, rec-| 
ords show Walker was a candi-|not the case. I will once and for 
precinct all state the true facts of my sit- 


running| 


\preceinct committeeman War 
ren Walker speaks for. which is 


“To honestly see that I have 
levery legal Tight to serve as 
‘probate commissioner when the 
legislature 1s not in session, all 
one who really wants to get at 
the truth has to do is read the 
Acts of the 97th Generali As- 
sembly, Second. Session, and 
iook at Senate Bill 58, and there 
it says in plain language that 
I have that exact right. 

“And nobody's opinion, neither 
a big shot or a little shot. either 


Continued On Page 5. Col. 4. 
ia 


Continued From Page | 


ater? General Sendak or: 
Walker's opinion, can changi the | 
fact that is the law. 

_ “And I hasten to add that È “this! 
‘bill was introduced by a Repub 

lican state senator, passed “by ray 
Republican - controlled legisla 
ture, and signed into effect 3i 
la Republican, governor. ? 

' “And although I was in my 
seat when it came up in the) 


‘House, 1 intentionally abstained | 
from Voting on it. Tam in full, 
compliance with the law in this. 
malter and am doing notihng 
‘unlawful as he pretends, and 
h help t put know it even as 


[vesti SAt n. and he has not yet! 


(found anyone to do anything to; 


‘help him with his Show, but 
‘show him the door.” 


sler noted"that Indiana has 
zen legislature whic h| 
S only a small part of the. 
# not paid on a full- 
am legislator: mie ; 
|, to. pnaka, heid ivi 


onal ane de Aa 


advocate professional 
rs who work at it full 
E E Hideo similar to 3 


Kesler said he AE D- 
| posed professional legislature = 

| contending that good govern 
‘ment comes with citizen legis- 
lalive members. 

“There's no reason a citizen: 
legislator should be barred; 
from other governmental sery- 
lice if he isn’t ‘paid therefore 
when , the ae is in ses- 
sion, which I was not,” Kesler 
said. 

Kesler added: 

“If my sole interest were pe- 
cuniary, I could have made 
more money last winter Staying 
| home as probate commissioner| 
and looking after my law busi- 
iness than by serving in the ses- 
sion. i ae d 

` When asked if he is contem- 
plating a libel or slander suit} 
over the alleged misrepresenti- 
tion about him, Kesler said he 
is studying that possibility, 4 
| - Then-he-added +o ©) on 
` “Actually. T think about eve: 
‘one knows him (Walker), O 
‘about him. and what is really, 


.—-—- 


going on here. I really fee 
‘sorry for him. I think it prob 
‘ably would be best if I just le 
him go on using his mouth, anc 
TH just go on doing my best to 
be a good’ probate commis 
sioner. I believe that would best 
serve good government.” 

Kesler also had comments in 
regard to Walker's charges 
against State be Frederick T. 
Bauer: 

“I can’t forgive fic part of: 
his game plan that included 
telling all that stuff about Fred 
Bauer, which has now 
‘shown to be without founda 

“Fred is one of the finest m 
to ever serve in the legi 
at any time from 
highly respected on 
the aisle. z3 

“I have confidence 
Eigenge of the vo 


a Sait may even K 
help Fred.” 
Kesler was 
serve in the H 
portionment t 
ler and State 


G E ia! 


Suit Objects 
To Landiil 


Seltlement 


S5ocs chi G Bry ; 

he propnsed Seltlecrent ot 
Treasurer Bernard M. Swee- 
ney’s lawsuit challenging the} 
legality of Vigo County landfill; 
agreements has veen objected tof 
by the Citizens far Retter Gov- 
rament (CRG). 

The CBG group has filed al 
petition in Parke Circuit Court) 
objecting to the prepesed settle- 
ment of the 16-month-old suit. |; 
The settlement would return} 
$100,000 to the county’s general; 
fund and pay $50,000 to attorneys] 
for the plaintiff. 

President of CBG, Warren Si 
Walker, acknowledged Friday: 
itbat the petition had been filed 
iprior to the deadiine set forth: 
lin legal notices concerning a! 
ischeduled Sept. 4 hearing inf 
‘Parke Circuit Court. At that} 
time, Judge Parl Dowd will hear} 
any objections to the proposed’ 
settlament. 

CBG obtained the services of! $ 
an attorney to submit the peti-: 
tion after determining the pro- 
posed amount of the settlement 
was “insufficient,” according oi 
Walker. 
| ‘Asking for a total of $825, 000! 
'to be ‘returned to the county, 
'Sweeney’s suit claimed pay- 
ments imade to the two contrac-; 
tors were illegal because none; 
| of the agreements were subject 
İto public bidding. ‘ 
| Defendants. in the complaint. 
are commissioners Harry Brent-! 
‘linger and Frank Kaperak, for-‘ 
mer commissioner Kermit Nees, | 
former auditor Paul Nevwton,! 
and private contractors LaVern 
Gibson and Travis McDonald. 


cere. Oo? 


| County Public, Library 
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Asks Vigo Grand Jury Audience 


M cre oe 
! ae AINE AKERS Alan Lee “Buck” Joy, 27, at the; will meet Friday. Other jurors 
and TARRY GIBBS Imperial House Motel. are. William Herring. Robert 
Star Staff Writers ` -|. Walser, who said the grand; Strange, Augustus Tabor, Anna 


nts : jury may consider any other Ciolek and. Earl Todd. 
Citizens for - pm orire matters presented to it when! “I am prepared to carry this 
ment p mE bie sub (convened, teld The Star hejmatter all the way to the US. 

He a 5a w itt y request tgl Would initiate legal R if his| Supreme Court if necessary in 
permission to appear before thel Specifically, “the CBG presi- before a ay grand eal 
Vigo County Grand, Jury Friday dent said he will present-to thej Walker:said Monday. rowe 
morning. 7 : aa ara pegaining a have ‘been advised by Nise: 

alleged “‘illegal dual office hold-| legal counsel that I am wel 
| The six-member jury has been} ing’ of city councilmen Willi ar MELER Aa 
summoned to: convene at 9:30 Jarvis and Eugene Butts and 
a:m. to hear evidence concern- | county councilman Lawrence, 
ing the June 9 shooting death of} Buzz” King; alleged informa-' 
ee tion regarding work-by sireet) 
department employes at private 
residences during city working); 
hours; illegal use of state Road!) 
and Street funds. by. the city) 
street department, and evidence? 
of alleged vote fraud during the | 
last election. on 
Soe aS 

Coincidentally, Frank ` Gatio- ' 
l way. also an official ‘of the, 
| Citizens for Better Government. 
‘lis serving on the grand iurv that 
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Vigo County Public Library 


ae g “"_ | Bill 58 as giving him the un-j 

Hi ant JULY i disputed right to hold thej 

; i probate commissioner office. 

| Despite a ruling by Indiana At- 

torney General Theodore L. 

thi a Sendak that the law was un- 

N Asked i Calloway: a constitutional. the law remained 
atm) 3 e To: i 

eershinfonithe grand jury would; E ect angine ler continuediig 

$ serve in the post. 

pose any problem, Walker ` Bauer, who lost’a re-election; 

y 3 5 . bid to Republican State Rep! 

Mr. Galloway is a e Ae : NE 

Citizens fat Better T A Jonnen ered aaan ruling) 

and is serving on the grand jury: by then Attorney General Eo 

simply pecause his name Sel Steers which said the position o : 

selected at random, just as the! county attorney ts not a lui 

; ‘crative office. That ruling 


other members. I can see no; f 
: chin! removed the question of a cond 
reason his CBG membership! flict of tao “lucrative” offices ot 


would pose a problem, but I am} i ee 
@prepared to present all of this X 

material as a private individual,| Walker also said Monday he 
Gif that is necessary.” wants ‘to present to the grand 

+ + + jury information regarding the 

Accorcdi t Iker, ci city street department. ` 
ba MA eaa Recently, he blasted the cite 
and county councilman King are 2dministration for what he said 
in violation of the law because| WaS the misuse of funds and 
each holds two “lucrative ’ of-| Street department employes. An 
fices. investigation by the State pr 

Butts, who represents thel of „Accounts, requested by 
leity's Sixth District. ite Walker, resulted in a written! 
jemployed by the Vigo Circuit! statement to City Controller’ 
| 


Continued From Page 1 
twithin my rights in requesting! 


Court a eri Joan Hetherington requesting! 
Public Defenders “office. Hel the city to immediately halt the! 
Ipreviously had served as an! Practice of paying department, 
investigator for the prosecutor’s|@™Ployes with state road and, 
loffice before Judge C. Josepti| Street funds. | 
lAnderson assigned him to help|, Walker charged Monday that 
with the work load of the public] he has knowledge of "several | 
defender. instances in which street! 

Third District City Council-| department employes have used) 
man Jarvis also is employed as| City trucks and equipment to; 
‘ja deputy Vigo County assessor. ;!MProve their own personal prop- | 

“I hate to see Councilman|&ty- 


{Jarvis involved in this matter.” I have witnessed three street | 
Walker said, "because personal-| department trucks at one loca-| 
Hy I feel he's the only council-|tion.” Walker said. Employes} 
man. who speaks-out for the tax-! were simply cleaning up another 
payers of Terre Haute .| employe’s yard on the city’s 
However, .I didn't write the! time.” 

state laws and neither did he.” -+ +t + 
County councilman King, rep-| Charges relating to alleged! 
resenting the First District. vote fraud in last Navember’s: 
also is employed as city street] election also will be presented to 
superintendent, a duall the grand jury by the CBG of- 
Mauda es Walker claims is! ficer if he is allowed to appear. | 
invicta eee Walker said he had talked! 
Fire with a local woman who said: 
A year ago, Walker and the] another person had taken her! 
CBG demanded the resignations| absentee ballot application from 
ef Vigo Probate Commissioner| her mailbox and used it to 
\John Kesler ‘and Vigo County| misrepresent the woman's vote 
[Attorney Frederick Bauer on) The instance, Walker claimed, 
‘the grounds that both were also) currently is being investigated 
iistate representatives and.|by the U.S. District Attorney's 
"therefore. holding two lucrative) office in Indianapelis and will be 
offices simultaneously. reviewed this week by a U.S.‘ 
| Kesler, who lost a primary rej Postal inspector. i 
Jelectim bid to State Rep. R.| Waker declined to disclose | 
Jerome Kearns, cited, Senatejihe names of those invalved in! 
ee 3 the alleged incident, saying such) 

a disclosure would not be ap 
J propriate at this time. 

Prosecutor Berry is expected | 
to act on Walker's request j 
| Tuesday. if 


LEADING TH en waging a baitle against the sale of pornographic litera- 


ture in Terre Haute were joined by club leaders at a mass meeting Monday. The Vigo — 


County Clergy Association is soliciting the aid of civic and fraternal groups and private indi- 
viduals in its move to prevent the distribution of smut literature. At the speakers’ table dur- 
y. executive director of the 

Church. Standing— 
. Frank Vidin, vice 
en, Vigo County 
Photo by Martin. 


president; Hart 
Council of PTA. 


‘Citizens for 
Decent Literature 


f Mass Meeting 

The clergymen will take their 

unpaign to the public Friday 
nignt during a mass congrega- 
tional meeting.,at Meadows 
School. Adults interested in the 
campaign against pornography 
are asked to attend the meeting, 
which will begin at 7:30 p.m., 
Lake said. | 

Lake said the purpose of thel 
meeting was twofold. “First wel 
wanted the representatives o 
all these civic and service or- 
ganizations to take this informa 
tion back to their organizations| 
and acquaint their members 
with exactly what is going on in 
our city. “Secondly, we want 
them to promote attendance at 
this. meeting Friday.” 


Sermons prepared by most of 
the clergy for the weekend oll 
Jan. 18 will serve as pleas to 
members to support the Stamp 
Out Smut drive. Letters are ta 
be mailed from the churches tm 
senators and representatives in 
support of Senate Bill 1077, an 
anti-obscenity bill which allows 
each community to decide what 
is pornographic. 

During a time open for dis- 
cussion, Dr. Wayne Crockett 
warned the group to be careful 
not to become involved in cen- 


ice clubs previewed a program 
Monday that will be presented 
to adults of the community Fri- 
ight in an effort by local 


i ut» in 
PE viene ER 


‘Approximately"80" representa- 
tives of Terte Havte 6 aniza- 

ons were informed’ of the type 
of “hard core ` pornographic 
materials” reportedly being sold 
in the city and were asked to) 
lend their support to stop its dis- 

ib ing the ministers 
e Lake, president 
County Clergy 


ampaign 


ye@lergy 


Sorship or vigilanty tactics: in 
approaching the problem. He 
said, “While there is little 
knowkedge of the effects of 
pornography one way or,.an- 
other, whether it is harmful or 
helpful to a society, history is 
filled with examples of the 
harmful effects of censorship 
and vigilanty tactics.” 


Seek Convictions 


According to the ministers, 
state laws are definitely being 
violated by local book stores. 
They are pressing, forthe arrest 
and convictionvof violators. Rev. 
Gene Lake said the campaign 
has the endorsement of Mayor 
Leland Larrison. 


Larrison attended _Monday’s 
meeting, along with City Coun- 
cilman John Napier, ISU Presi- 
‘dent Alan C. Rankin, Paul 
Haas, secretary of the Vigo 
County School:Corp. of Trustees, 
and Samuel Beecher Jr., secre- 
‘tary of the Terre Haute Bar 
Association. 


No fees, 
for directi 
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By Dave Delaney 
Fribune-Star Reporter 


If you're a teen-ager looking for 
direction along with a good time, 
you might consider joining Campus 
Life. 

“Weve got no fees, no require- 
ments for joining,” said Jim Pond, 
executive director of Campus Life, 
200 S. Sixth St. “Just your interest 
will do.” The office is inside the 


~~ Campus Life is an independent, 
non-profit organization, which ex- 


ists to give youths between the 
ages of 12 and 19 the option of 
learning about how Christ can 
enrich their lives. There are no 
religious or racial qualifications for 
joining. 

Many who show up for Campus 
Life functions don’t fit into this 
mold. 

“Some of the kids don’t buy any 
of our Christian message,” Pond 
said. “They just come for the fun 
and that’s all right.” 

Pond said what teens will find 
when they show up at the group’s 
functions is a good time and 
understanding listeners. The or- 
ganization has major events such 
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as winter ski trips and spring 
jaunts to Florida. 

Once a month they have what is 
called a Super Club, where teens 
show up from throughout the 
Wabash Valley to take part in 
games and discussion. 

Individual Campus Life clubs are 
established at all Vigo County 
junior and senior high schools plus 
junior and senior high schools in 
Clay County, Paris, Ill., Greencas- 
tle, North Central, South Putnam, 
Marshall, Ill., and Shakamak High 
School. There are more than 20 
clubs in the Campus Life network. 

“There are approximately 13,000 
students in the schools we contact,” 
explained Pond, “and we are get- 
ting about 10 percent or 1,300 of 
them.” 

Campus Life has a staff of eight 
and some 40 adult volunteers. 

The staffers attempt to get the 
youths interested in religion and 
into a youth group at a church in 
their area. 

“We try to present them with the 
option of Christ,” explained Pond, 
“not so much trying to get them to 
become Christians. We don’t high 

essure them ... Jesus wasn’t a 

igh pressure person.” 

He said the teens come from 
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various backgrounds — Catholic, 
all brands of Protestantism and 
from un-churched families. 

“Some kids tell us they can’t buy 
what we're telling them but that 
they like us,” Pond said, pointing 
out his organization is concerned 
with all aspects of growing up — 
the physical and mental along with 
the spiritual. 

Pond said teens are looking for 
peer acceptance, security and self 
worth. Some turn to booze and 
drugs to achieve that end, but end 
up being basically unsatisfied with 
that option. 

“We talk about whatever they 
want to talk about in an informal 
setting,” said the Indiana Universi- 
ty graduate who has also worked in 
Big Brother-Big Sister, the Vigo 
County Group Home and the 
Gibault School for Boys. He said 
the organization is funded by 
individuals, businesses and 
churches. 

“Many people don't know we 
exist,” Pond said. 

When asked to comment on the 
effectiveness of Campus Life in 
getting youngsters to give up booze 
and drugs, he responded: “If we 
change their hearts that can 
change their desires and habits in 
relation to drinking and drugs.” 


Vigo County Public Library 


A game of trust 


Brent Harris and friends at Campus Life 
share a game known as “Trusting.” Standing 
in the center of a circle of friends, Harris 
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locks his legs straight and leans from side to 
side. His friends won't allow him to fall, but 
will push him into an upright position. 
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Glen Means and Chief of Detectives Ted Melvin scan ‘some 


KNOCK, KNOCK!—Detective R 
front door of the Globe Ne 


to a raid Wednesday on the j in ra- | of the merchandise ‘offered for sale inside the store. Police 
ture. Chief of Detectives. Í C à Lel and | and Mayor Larrison raided the store Poude p.m. ete | 
ʻi Larrison look on. ~~ s. | day. pI twellfat ~ 
i Ga t i ' vom oe ‘ 
titani c one 
À r 
O r ae 


wt ior 


ef 


)—— Croudy,” Warmer: 
_ J.) Yeserday’s High, 38; Low it 


- + ia 
4 #23 Wabash Avenue 
D ' P.O. ZIP CODE 478080) ™ 
A al 


ARYY15, 1970. 


æ -7> 


ESCORTED TO POLICE CAR—John Albert Talpas, who was | 
charged with possession of obscene literature during a raid 


Wednesday at the Globe News Stand, is taken to police car 
by Patrolmen Dave Eaton. and Jerry Templetonon his way © 
to police: headquarters. . (Photos by Kadel) ~~ i 
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SMUT CAMPAIGN SPEAKERS—Rev. John Chironna (left), 


Rev. Gene Lake, Rudy Jacob- 
_ sen, Rev, Frank Vidin and Father Elford spoke before Friday night’s full house, marking the 


beginning of a campaign to eradicate obscene literature. Jacobsen is a member of the Tempo- 


rary Citizens Steering Committee for Decent Literature; the pastors are Vigo County Clergy 
Association members. 
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Beginning 


By JOE BOLAND 
Star Staff Writer 


A standing-room only crowd} 


jammed into the auditorium of 
Meadows Elementary School 
Friday night to hear members 
ofthe Vigo County Clergy Asso- 
eiation ask for support in their 
campaign to eradicate obscene j 
literature in Terre Haute. 

The meeting followed on the} 
heels of a raid Wednesday led} 
dy Mayor Leland Larrison on} 
the Globe Newsstand, 502 
Wabash Ave, Uniformed patrol- 
men and plain-clothesmen con- 
fiscated a quantity of the alleged 
pornographic material reputed 
to have been sold in the estab- 
lishment and arrested a clerk 
at the store. 

++ + 

The Rev. Frank Vidin, pastor 
of the First Free Methodist 
Church opened the meeting with 
‘a short introduction. He ex- 
pressed the appreciation of the 
Clergy Association to Mayor 
Larrison for the stand he has 
taken, but added tnat the raid 
Wednesday was only a begin- 
[ning. 
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_| A statement concerning the! 
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extent of the sale -of porno-! 
graphic literature was given by 
Ithe Rey. Gene Lake, area mis-. 
sionary of the Southern Baptist | 
Convention and president of the)’ 
clergy group. He told the as-|) 
sembly, “We must work togeth- | 


Pornography 


Continued From Page: 1 


er to improve the total life of 
Terre Haute.” The Rev. Mr. 
Lake said that the “availability 
of these materials has become 
extreme,” and indicated that 
community action was the an- 
swer to the problem. 
+ + + 

The Rev. Mr. Lake traced the 
history of the present concern 
back nearly two years when the 
first of the stores dealing in ob- 
scene material opened in Terre 
Haute. He dismissed the term 
“dirty books” as a misnomer 
telling the aydience that these 
materials were ‘‘obscene, lewd 
and lascivious,” and that they 
“threaten the basic foundation 
of our society — the home.” 


A pervading silence fell over 
the room as a series of slides 
were shown depicting the type 
of material that is available in 
the book stores. One minister 
described the pictures and 
printed matter shown on the 
Screen as ‘‘not the worst of it.” 
The slides were of magazine 
covers, inside photos, both color 
and black and white, and 
printed reading material de- 
scribing various sex acts. Sev- 
eral people left the room after 
viewing the first few slides. 
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Rudy Jacobsen, principal of 
Cruft School and a member of 
the P-TA Council. quoted from 
an article appearing in, Read- 
er's Digest,” which outlined the 
effects of pornography on youth. 
Jacobsen urged the audience to 
action saying that “our children 
are worth fighting for and worth 
saving.” 


The same answer was given 
to a student who, saying that 
obscene literature has never 
caused one case of syphilis, 
cited prostitution as a more 
pressing problem than porno- 
graphy. He also was heckled 
by member5 of the audience. 

++ + 

A gentleman who identified 
himself as a minister and teach- 
er rose to deplore the way the 
speakers from the audience 
were being “pushed down.” He 
then cited a case history tell- 
ing of a young high school girl) 
who found herself pregnant as 
a result of viewing obscene 
literature with her boyfriend. 


Another youth told the group 
that pornography, would not be 
a problem if our young people 
had a healthy attitude toward 
sex. He also was told that the 
meeting was not a sSex-educa- 
tion discussion but a meeting 
to formulate plans to fight 
obsence literature. 

Father Elford, commenting 
on those who seemed to protest 
the movement, said, “We wel- 
come their comments but this 
was a meeting called for the 
purpose of alerting citizens to 
the problem of obscene litera- 
ture in the city.” We didn't 
want to turn the meeting over 


to them,” he said. 
ae th OE 
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Strong Supp 


The Terre Haute Exchange 
Club added its support to the 
drive earlier in the week with 
the Chamber of Commerce fol- 
lowing suit at a regular meeting 
Wednesday. In a statement re- 
leased at Friday’s meeting, Lew 
Taylor, executive vice president 
of the group, said, “It is a 
shame that contemporary com- 
munity standards of decency 
must be proved while purveyors 
of filth are not required to prove 
a demand for their services pri- 
or to opening a place of busi- 
ness.” 

Taylor went on record as say- 
ing, “The Chaniber declares it- 
Self opposed to that element of 
the business world that peddles 
such" filth whether it he over- 
the-counter or  under-the-coun- 
ter. We weltome this opportu-| 


nity to participate with all other 
citizens inthis common cause.” 
tot + 

The Chamber encouraged all 
organized groups in the area to 
voice their support of the pro- 
gram. ; i 

A clerk at the store figuring) 
in Wednesday’s raid, John A. 
Talpas, 27; 537 S.9th St., is 
scheduled to appear Wedneesday 
in Vigo County Circuit Court on 
a charge of possession of ob- 


scene literature. Under a recent! |Vidual citizens could- do \to aid 


State statute Talpas could re-; 
ceive up to $1,000 fine and a 
year in jail upon conviction. | 

Chief Means issued a warning, 
Thursday to the proprietors of] 
Stores dealing in adult-type lit- 
erature that his department is 
going to do all it can to stamp 
out “smut? in Terre Haute. 
Means said the sale of “‘filthy’’ 
“gotten out of; 
|hand” in the City. 
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Two other similar stores es- 
caped the heavy h of the = 
law Wednesday as police offi- 


|cers arrived to carry out raids 
only to find The Scope News- 
‘stand, 806 Wabash Ave., 
“closed” and the Bookarama, 
421 Wabash Ave., “on vacation 
until further notice.” 


c 1 lance saying, 
‘We will continue to enforce the 
law and make arrests unless 
stopped by order to do other-| 
wise.” 


a 


—_ 


The most potential legal wea- 
pon to use against the sale of 
obscene literature locally was 
outlined by the Rev. John Chi- 
ronna, pastor of ‘the Central 
Presbyterian Church. He said 
Senate Bill 1077, introduced by 
the late Sen. Everett Dirksen 
(R-II), would leave the deci- 
sions as to whether material is 
pornographic and whether it 
should be sold up to the local 
community government. He 
urged interested persons tol 
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support of the measure. 
The Rev. John Elford. admin-| 
istrator of St. Patrick's Catholic 
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Church, then outlined what indi- 


in the anti-smut drivé. He 
pointed out laws that are large- 
ly unenforced because they have 
‘no teeth in them. He said a local 
‘ordinanee passed about 15 years 
ago deals with such things as 
violence in comic books. 
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© Father Elford then outlined | | 
the Citizens for Decent Litera- 
re (CDL) program and cir-, 
ulated sheets so interested per- 
ons could sign up for additional 
information. He said these peo- 
ple would be contacted {rom 
time to time by mail and in- 
\formed of developments as they 
occur, 
“Tt is the business of elected 
Officials to enforce the law,” 
|\Fathner Elford commented, 
but they need support of in- 
Vdividuals.” He urged those in- 
terested to write local officials 
especially © to criticize but 
to encourage.” He said citi- 
zens could show their interest 
\by joining the CDL. A steer- 
ng meeting of the organization, 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. Tues 
day at thesCentral Federal 
Savings and Loan office, 120 
S. Eighth St. Father Elford] | 


that Wednesday’s raid was only 

a beginning, and added that th 

CDL does not intend to exer 

pressure but to show that there 

actually is a civic interest ini 

the problem. | 
+ + 


A question and answer peri 
followed which saw- emotions 
run high as several persons 
rose to voice objections to the 
current anti- smut campaign. 
One young man? was heckled 
by the crowd as he cited sta- 
tistics showing that legaliza 
\tion of the sale of pornographic 
material in Denmark has, ac- 
tually decreased the volume of 
violent sex crimes in that coun- 
try. The Rev. Mr. Chironna) 
answered him with. statistics 
of his own and cited police re 
ports from Indianapolis show- 
ing a great amount of sex 
crimes committed in and 
around a theater in the Capital 
City which shows pornographic 
movies. ¢ 


„Another man, who identified 
himself as a resident of the 
Twelve Points area, deplored the 
presence of a theater on La- 
fayette Avenue which reputed- 
ly ‘bills lewd movies. He cited 
the fact that there are several 
schools in the area and chil- 
dren are constantly subjected 
to the advertising matter post- 
ed at the theater. He was told 
that the purpose of this meet- 
ing was to discuss pornographic 
literature and, although Terre 
Haute has many problems, they 
can ‘be dealt with only one at 
a time. 
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fight against the sale o obscene fo 
literature in Terre Haute is t 
goal of a group of local citizen 


Central Federal Savings and 
Loan’ ‘Building. i 
H About 50 persons attended the} 
Gete i They hear the jja 
ene rea missionary for 
the Sou oth Baptist Cee on, 
Say th is a need for action 
‘in this! ‘community to stop the 
is f smut. He said the Vigo 
Count "ergy Association, 
which’) has. spearheaded the) 
movement against smut, hopes 
to see a positive, orderly, ra- 
tional active group formed: “‘to 
encourage the law: enforcemen 
officials, to enforce the law of 
the land/at} a34] „Hot ’ 

An outline: of the Citizens for 
Decent Literature organization 
(CDL) ‘was presented) by the 
Rey. John Elford, administrator 
of St. .Patrick's..Catholic 
Church. He told the group the 
two main. purposes Ki the na- 
tional organization Were to 
make citizens aware of the prob- 
lem within*a give unity 
and then make Mente e EEN 
pelled to speak out for enforce- 
ment of the law. i 

Father Elford said this is ac- 
complished by -writing ‘positive 
letters to encourage various 
local officials to enforee the 
law. He said the purpose is to 
“seek justice within the law.” 
but’ explained citizens must let 
loca! officials know of their con- 
cern. 
“The CDI. is a loose organiza- 
tion of people willing to get the 
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Bookstore Raid 


Arraignment of defendants onj, 
charges of possessing obscene 
literature, in the one case. and 
a drug in the other, met delay 
lin Vigo Circuit Court Tuesday 
las defense attorneys filed mo- 


ltions attacking the charges. 

| Judge Paul M. Messick re- 
jceived the motions from attor- 
neys for John Albert Talpas and 
Pauline Pinkston, taking the mat- 
ters under advisement until Feb, 
18 for ruling. 

Talpas, 27, is accused in the 
literature charge while Miss. 
Pinkston, 24, is accused of pos- 
aces of ‘‘Biphetamine R.J.S: 


Public Defender Charles vin! 
cent, representing Talpas, filed. 
a motion asking to court to dis- 
miss the charge on the basis 
that a magazine, “Groovy Nu- 
dist,” was obtained by illegal) 
search and seizure last Jan. 14 


Stand at 501 Wabash Ave. Talpas 
reportedly was a clerk. in the! 
store and unlocked the door, 
permitting the raiders to enter, 
Records indicate that he had 
been employed at the newsstand 
for about a month at the time of 
the raid. No other arrests have 
been reported. A 

Attorney John A. Kesler ap: 
peared with Miss Pinkston, fil- 
ing a motion to quash the war- 
rant for her arrest and to de- 
clare her arrest ‘illegal and 
void.” Kesler’s motion charged 
that “The original arrest here 
was effected by a trick and a 
fraud) perpetrated against the 
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defendant ~. . by certain po- 
lice officers with the assistance 
of unscrupulous others . . 

The motion claims further 
that the defendant had“... 
no knowledge what was in the 
package which the police pack- 
aged and planted and called 
defendant to pick up, but if it 
was a dangerous drug which 
she shouldn’t have . possessed 
then. it’s the fault’ and responsi- 
bility of the police...” N 

The affidavit charging her 
was filed Jan. 16. 
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" Judge Paul M. Messick de- 
fivered a guilty verdict Friday 
against the operator of the 
Bookarama Bookstore, 421 Wa- 
bash Ave., in Vigo Circuit Court. 

Judge Messick found Cralles 
Borden, 24, 421 Wabash Ave., 
guilty ‘of the sale of obscene lit- 
erature. 

Judge Messick ordered a pre- 
semtence investigation by Ken- 
neth Webster, adult probation of- 
ficer, with sentencing scheduled 
Nov. 16. 

The judge. invoked the Minors’ 
Act for Gordon L. Abel, 19, West 
Terre Haute, and sentenced him 


See SMUT 
On Page 2, Column 3 
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to one year at the Indiana State 
Farm. 


He was charged with second 


degree burglary in a break-in 


Sept. 8 at 


Sam's Tavern, 


Burnett. 


Judge Mesick issued bench 


warrants for two persons who 


failed to 


appear Friday on 


charges of illegal possession of 
dangerous drugs. 


trip, both 620 N. 8th St.. 


Paul McClure and James Wal- 
are the 


defendants. Judge Messick con- 


tinued their cases te Nov. 6 
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Volunteers | rial Bare’ For County Sheriff 


By GINA SEGOVIA 
Star Lifestyle Editor 

In 1979 more than 200 angry people jammed into the 
old St. Mary's Village schoolhouse. They wanted to 
know why the Vigo County Sheriff’s Department 
couldn’t deal with the rising vandalism in their com- 
munity, recalls Sheriff Andy Atelski. 

“We couldn’t deal with it because even then we had 
too much space, too many people and not enough 
sheriff's deputies. We have the same population in the 
county as we have in the city, spread out over 23 miles 
and we only have 33 deputies. The city has 125 
patrolman to cover an eight-mile area,’ Atleski said. 

Still, the people who lived in the village wanted 
something done about the stolen gasoline and the flying 
beer cans. Atelski didn’t have deputies for them but he 
gave them something better — a plan to transform 
angry citizens into a part-time patrol. 

The national Citizens Patrol movement had arrived in 
Vigo County. 

Since that meeting in 1979 more than 1,200 people 
have been added to the county’s law enforcement ranks 
and it. hasn’t cost the taxpayer a penny. ' 

“The organization was needed in our county,” Atelski 
said. “With our present staff we can only schedule four 
deputies per shift. That means one in the north, south, 
east and west ends of the county.” 

Atleski remembered one of the strongest complaints 
lodged against his department at that first meeting: the 
department’s inability to arrive at the scene of a crime 
quickly. 

“If there is an accident in the east end of the county, 
we may dispatch all units to assist. Then we get’a 
burglery call and it takes at least 20 minutes to make 
it back across the county.” 

Within weeks after the sheriff planted the idea, school 
teachers, factory workers and librarians were coming 
home from work to team up with a partner and watch 
their neighbors’ homes. 

They called themselves the Green Valley Mine Patrol 
and their efforts paid off. Crime started to move out of 
their community into adjacent areas. 

The natural growth of the group followed, and today 
Atelski’s goal to have a branch in each of the 13 
townships in the county has been realized. 

“We have 1,240 members in Vigo County,” Atelski 
said. ‘‘They are the eyes and ears of the department. 
They cause me less grief than my 33 deputies.” 

The members of the Vigo County Citizens Patrol form 
separate groups in their communities. They elect 
officers and meet regularly with law enforcement 
officials. 

Each member is screened by the sheriff’s depart- 
ment before they can obtain their special deputies card. 


The card contains both picture and finger print identi- 
fication. 

Excluded from their ranks are people with criminal 
or even bad driving records. 

Cars used in the patrol are privately owned but are 
identified by special magnetic emblems. Members 
communicate with each other over citizens’ band radio 
using a special code that may vary from township to 
township. 

The groups are governed by a strict set of bylaws that 
limit law enforcement activity. An added deterrent for 
burglars is a sticker the organization places on win- 
dows. It identifies a business or resident that is being 
watched by the patrol. 

Patrols are scheduled in their own neighborhoods 
because they know the area. They know who drives 
what car and can identify a strange vehicle immediate- 
ly. 

Seelyville Patrolman Bill McVay explains how the 
system works: ‘“‘We may see a robbery in progress. We 
don’t try to stop it. We pull over and call our base. The 
person at the base calls the authorities. We sit there 
until the big guys get there,” McVay said. 

“It’s more like it was 50 years ago. We are friends 
and neighbors helping each other. We recently heiped 
state police arrest a drunken driver who was harrassing 
people in our area.” + 

Sheriff Atelski says the patrol is also a good deterrent 
because it provides witnesses. 

“These guys can testify in court if they find a crime 
in progress and that tends to discourage the criminals,” 
Atelski noted. 

Sheriff Atelski said the patrol is helping his depart- 
ment round up hog theives in Prarieton. “They have 
been working on it and they have a pretty good idea who 
it is.” 

“Farmers can fee! better about leaving their farms 
for a few days. They simply call a man on patrol unit 
and ask him to check out their property while they are 
away,” Atelski added. 

Most of the groups depend on membership fees and 
donations, and the hog farmers have been a good source 
of support. 

The few expenses include a set of magnetic decals on 
cars in service which cost about $15. Gas expenses are 
also sometimes paid out of the treasury. 

Indiana Citizen Patrol’s interest isn’t only crime. 
McVay said his branch of the organization has been 
helping elderly and disabled people get to the grocery 
store. 

“AN they have to do is call,” McVay said. ‘‘We know 
they can’t get out and about with the weather as bad as 
it’s been. We don’t charge anything.” 
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CITIZEN COPS — Dan McGrath, left, and Tony Valentic! of similar security forces which back up local law 
are among participants in the Vigo County Citizens! enforcement departments. 
Patrol, an “eyes and ears” security force that is 1,240! 
strong across the county. The local unit is part of a chain in ) 
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By GINA SEGOVIA 
Star Staff Writer 
=: Do Vigo County citizens patrol groups really work? 
S It depends on to whom you talk. Darrell Boehmer, Indiana 
f ate Police patrol officer, estimates at least 95 percent of 
ý% the calls that come in from the area citzens patrols are 
“highly exaggerated.” l 
He recalls one incident that occurred last fall. “They 
out there 
* and they were just standing by their cars. We thought it was 
a crime in progress and it turned out to be a simple report.”’ 
Beamer said the bridge, located in the north end of Vigo 


| a County, was being dismantled. The incident already had 
==; appeared in the newspaper and had been on the local 


television news programs, he said. 

“The point is this: We check out cars that are reported off 
the road and such. But when you go screaming over there and 
there is nothing going on it’s frustrating,” said Beamer. 

A sheriff's deputy who asked not to be identified said he 
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believes the program shduld be afecoftinued entirely. “We 
are required to attend a 10-month training session during our 
first year on the force. They are not trained. The state has 
decided we need training to patrol the area. They are exempt 
from this training.” i 

Indiana State Police Sgt. Robert Phillips says he has had 
both good and bad reports on the groups. “The thing that 
really upsets our units is that they go a little bit further than 
they should. We have complaints from citizens that they were 
stopped by these patrols.” 

On the other hand, he believes, they have been a deterrent 
as well as extra eyes and ears. 

A greater concern for this deputy is the fact that ‘‘citizens 
are Not screened. I have personal knowledge that these 
people were never checked out on the computer as Sheriff 
Atelski claims they were. They would have had to be logged 
and there are no records of this.” 

The deputy said that even if the citizen patrol members 
were checked out on the computer it is only programed to 
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show “people currently wanted for a felony.” 

He claims it does not show past criminal records. _ 

The deputy would like to s e groups become smaller if 
they continue to exist, and hopes they woould be better 
screened and trained. 

Sheriff Andy Atelski insists the groups are functioning as 
he described them in a story that appeared in The Star on 
Jan. 18 á pm , 

“ “That story is correct, it should stand as is. The people 
that criticize the program are just a few troublemakers in 
this department. They want my job,” Atleski noted. 

The citizens patrol groups were organized in 1979. Atleski 
said the groups were organized in response to rising 
vandalism in St. Mary-of-the Woods village. 

Atleski still insists the patrol groups are beneficial to the 
county. ‘‘They were trying to detain a man who was drunk. 
They called my men to come out and my men told them they 
had no right to detain that man. A little while later he was 
arrested for drunk driving on the highway.” 
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Citizens patrol group 
has support of police 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Staff Writer 

Crime prevention was the main 
theme of this week’s meeting of the 
Liberty Avenue Neighborhood As- 
sociation. 

Terre Haute Police Sgt. Roger Hall 
praised the association for its 
citizens’ patrol endeavors. 

“I believe in what you’re attempt- 
ing to do,” he said. “The more eyes 
and ears we have, the more law and 
order we’re going to have.” 

Bill Wilson, leader of the Liberty 
Avenue Citizens Patrol, said that car 
and home break-ins are the number 
one problem in the neighborhood. 

Hall, head of the juvenile division, 
said FBI statistics indicate that 75 
percent of serious crime in the U.S. is 
committed by juveniles. 

“You're talking about a small per- 
centage of the population committing 
a large percentage of the crimes,” 
Hall said. 


He encouraged members to get 
involved and to report crimes which 
they have witnessed. ‘‘There are a lot 
of cases that fall by the wayside 
because people will not get involved.” 


Hall said it is sometimes easier to 
arrest a juvenile than an adult: for an 
adult, a warrant must be processed 
from the prosecutor’s office, and the 
witness must present evidence which 
proves ‘beyond a reasonable doubt” 
that a crime has been perpetrated. 


In the case of a juvenile, an individ- 
ual who witnesses a crime can sign an 
information petition, which is for- 
warded to juvenile court. 


Hall admitted the city statute is 
vague on disturbing the peace vio- 
lations, but he encouraged members 
to call the police or the prosecutor’s 
office. “If it (the nuisance) disturbs 
one person, it’s unreasonable,” he 
said. 


But the best alternative, he said, is 
for neighbors to band together and 
apply pressure on those creating the 
problem. “The more pressure to bear 
on some of these people, the better off 
you might be.” 


In other matters, Bertha Fischer, 
association president, asked about 
yard sales — in particular, those 


which continue over a long period of 
time. 

While there are no city ordinances 
regarding yard sales, Hall said the 
matter has been brought before the 
City Council and city attorney. One 
measure under discussion would re- 
quire permits and limit yard sales to 
two each year: one in the fall, and one 
in the summer. The permits would 
generate revenue for the city. 

Hall told the residents to contact 
council members. “Id make it a 
point to bug them about that,” he 
said. 

“I reminded three of them that 
they’re up for re-election next year,” 
Fischer said. 

Hall said that if there have been 
incidences of theft, neighbors should 
check to see if the stolen property 
turns up at any of the yard sales. 

Association members also dis- 
cussed implications of a new citizen 
arrest statute. ‘I’ve always been a 
little skeptical of citizens arrest. Un- 
less you really cover yourself, you 
open yourself to a lot of problems,”’ 
Hall said. 

With regard to use of deadly force, 
Hall told members they had to have 
reason to fear for their life if they 
were to use deadly force. 

Some of the residents registered 
complaints about police response to 
their calls. Hall urged them to ‘‘call 
someone else’’ in the department if 
they don’t get the response they feel 
they deserve. ‘‘Some of the civilian 
radio operators don’t always have all 
the answers,” he said. 

Hall said that if patrolman acts in 
a sarcastic or uncooperative manner, 
the citizen had a right to ask for their 
name and badge number. 


He suggested that the Citizens Pa- 
trol meet with police department 
officers to iron out any conflicts. 
“Police officers by their very nature 
are kind of covetous,” he said. “If 
they feel you’re trying to take the 
show,... they might be a little cov- 
etous, a little jealous.” 

The association also discussed the 
possibility of joining the Citizen’s 
Action Coalition. 


The next meeting will be Oct. 20 at 
Ben Franklin elementary school. 
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The Otter Creek Citizens 
Patrol was organized in 
March, 1980. The group was 
started to try to curb the 
number of break-ins in Otter 
Creek Township. Every town- 
ship in the county now has a 
patrol covering at least some 
part of its area. Even Harrison 
Township has a group in the 
Liberty Avenue vicinity. They 
have been effective. 

“The first citizens patrol in 
Vigo County was inthe Gre 
Valley area,” says Carl Camp- 
bell, a charter member of 
Otter Creek’s organization. 
“They were so effective that a 
number of us in Otter Creek 
decided to join together also. 
In my subdivision alone, 
which has only 21 houses, 
there were five break-ins 
within a six month period. 
Something had to be done.” 

“There is no way the county 
can afford to have enough 
deputies to be everyplace at 
all times. Citizens Patrols can 
be eyes and ears for deputies 
and report incidents to them. 
When emergencies arise, we 
can arrive at a scene more 
quickly and provide surveil- 
lance until deputies or the 
State Police can get there,” 
says Campbell. “We can 
respond to minor incidents, 
such as barking dogs, etc. and 
check them out and save a 
deputy a trip if it's a false 
alarm. lf it isn’t, we request 
deputies to come.” 
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Otter Creek Citizens Patrol 


Cuts Down on Crime s 


dovrral dif2 53s 
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“And, the deputies are out 

there,” says Vic Fulk a 
member of the Otter Creek 
Citizens Patrol. “We run into 
them all the time while we're 
on patrol. It upsets me when 
people say they're never 
around. They are there; there 
just aren’t enough of them to 
be highly visible.” 
“None of our members have 
ever made an arrest and, to 
my knowledge, none have 
ever had to do so much as 
touch a citizen during an 
incident. | don’t believe we will 
ever catch anyone in the act 
of breaking and entering; 
however, we believe the fact 
that our group exists and our 
presence is known cuts down 
on the amount of crime in our 
township,” says Campbell. 
“That's our purpose. We don't 
want to chase robbers and 
make arrests.” 

The patrol is incorporated 
as a non-profit organization 
by the State of Indiana and 
has a constitution, by-laws, 
and strict rules of behavior for 
its membership. Officers are 
elected for two year terms 
and in alternating years a six 
member Executive Advisory 


Board is elected for two year 
terms. Present officers are: 
Dennis Ross, president; Jack 
Gorby, vice-president; Judy 
Ross, secretary-treasurer. 
Advisory Board members are: 
Carl Campbell, Vic Fulk, Bob 
Harding, Jerry Chaney, 


“Herman Koerner, !om Merritt. j 


Three new officers will be 
‘elected at the December 
meeting. 

» Six men in three cars with 


CB. radios in contact with a 


base radio patrol the area 
from the city limits at Hay- 
thorne Avenue north and from 
the Rosedale Road west to 
the Wabash River. The 


Burnett-Fontanet group 


patrols from the Rosedale 
Road east in Otter Creek On 
weekends and during the 
Halloween season extra cars 
are on duty. The patrols cover 
an estimated 4500 miles per 
month in an area with 1900 
homes. 

All members carry Otter 
Creek Citizens Patrol identi- 
fication cards and have 
magnetized signs on their 
vehicles while on duty. At 
least one member per car isin 
uniform, is sworn in as a 
Special Deputy of the Vigo 
County Sheriff's Department, 
and carries the badge of a 
Special Deputy. 

In addition to the patrols, 
other services to the com- 
munity include house sitting 
during funerals for family 
members, checking homes 
for persons who are out of 
town, free road service for 
motorists (All members carry 
jumper cables and gas cans 
at all times.), and directing 
traffic during emergency 
situations such as automobile 
accidents or fires. 

During bad weather in the 
winter, members have pulled 
cars out of snow drifts, taken 
medicine and groceries to 
snowbound residents, and 
taken nurses to work at the 
hospital. Following wind- 
storms, members have 
cleared tree limbs from the 
roads and directed traffic 
around downed electric lines. 


Sys 


After the break-in at Rio 
Grande Schoo! last year, 
members provided inside and 
outside security until the new’ 
alarm system was installed. 


This new system is now 
hooked up to a patrol 
member's home. 

Citizens Patrols in Vigo 


County have the support of 
Sheriff Andrew Atelski, who 
has commended the Otter 
Creek group on several 
occasions for their efforts and 
their behavior while on duty. 
However, when the group 
was first organized some 
citizens and many deputies 
and State Police men were 
concerned. 
“People thought we were 
going to be a bunch of 
vigilantes driving around 
harassing people,” says 
Campbell. “We've overcome . 
the vigilante image: now. 
We've shown that we only 
want to be highly visible and 
deter crime with our 
presence.” é 
Some Sheriffs deputies 
resented the citizens groups. 
Many feared the groups were 
trying to replace them and 
take their jobs or, at least, take 
Lover their duties. “We have a 
good working relationship 
with most of the deputies and 
with the State Police now 
though,” says Campbell. — 
~ Fulk would like to see the 
Sheriff's Department and the 
-patrols be on alittle friendlier 
` basis. “Pd like for them to 
-come to our meetings and 
some of our men would like to 
‘ride with deputies once in 
awhile. We would like to learn 
_ from them.” 


The decision to wear | 
uniforms was made so 
members would be visible 
and readily identifiable to 
citizens and law enforcement 
officials. “When a deputy 
arrives on the scene and a 
large crowd is gathered, it 
heips for him to be able to see 
who “the good guys” are”,” 
says Campbell. “Also, people, 
particularly women, feel more 
secure answering the door 
late at night or being 
approached when having car 
trouble by a man in uniform,” 
he adds. 

‘To prevent the use of 
badges, identification cards, 
and vehicle signs being used 
by non-authorized persons, 
the Patrol purchases these 
items and retains ownership 
of them. If a member resigns 
or is asked to resign from the 
organization, they must be 
returned. “As far as | know, 
we're the only patrol in the 
county in uniform,” says Fulk. 
The uniforms are dark brown 
pants, light brown shirts, a 
star emblem patch with “Otter 
Creek Citizens Patrol” oniton 
the left shoulder and an 
American flag patch on the 
right shoulder. . 

Many of the members of the 
Otter Creek Patrol have 
chosen to.carry guns while in 
duty. Those ¿who do. are 


required to take a firearms 
safety course and obtain a 
gun permit from the State of 
Indiana. 


To join the Otter Creék 
organization a prospective 
member must complete an 
application which is for- 
warded to the Vigo County 
Sheriffs Department. The 
applicant is investigated the 
same as any other person 
applying for a law enforce- 
ment position. If the appli- 
cation is approved by the 
Sheriff, it must then be 
approved by the Board of 
Directors of the Patrol. The 
individual must serve a 90 day 
probationary period and 
serve on patrol duty with a 
member. There are no mem- 
bership dues and members 
are not reimbursed for 
gasoline, depreciation on 
their vehicle, or any other 
service performed for the 
Patrol. 

After receiving the ID card, 
the new member. may be 
sworn in as a Special Deputy, 
if they choose to, without pay, 
by the County Clerk Ruel 
Burns or by Sheriff Atelski. 

The number of members in 
the organization has grown 
from about 50 who joined 
during the first few months to 
approximately 100 now. 
Members are all ages and 
from all walks of life— 
ministers, railroadmen, fire- 
men, retirees, construction 
workers and office workers. 
There is no discrimination 
because of race, religion, or 
politics. 


Several women have joined 
the group. Most are wives 
who ride patrol with their 
husbands; however, some 
operate radio bases and do 
bookkeeping and secretarial 
jobs or serve as officers. 
“Womenare welcome to join,” 
says Campbell. “If they don't 
want to ride patrol, there are 
several ways they can help.” 
Mary Newlin is presently 
serving as coordinator. She 
prepares the monthly patrol 
schedules and also operates 
the radio base two nights a 
week. 

As with all non-profit 
organizations, the Patrol 

- needs donations to operate 
Funds are needed to pur- 


i chase badges, ID cards, 


magnetic car signs and for 
postage, the printing of 
schedules and maps, firing 


‘range rental and practice 


ammunition. The group has 
also had telephone stickers 
printed with their phone 
numbers on them for distri- 
bution and recently pur- 
chased a sign at the Little 
League Ball Park. 


“We receive donationsfrom 
community businesses and 
from area residents,” says 
Fulk. “Some people who don’t 
have the time to patrol spon- 
sor a member who does have 
the time by paying his 
gasoline expenses.” 

The services of the Patrol 
are available to churches, 


schools, organizations and 


friends and neighbors in Otter 
Creek Township at no charge. 
Donations are gladly ac- 
cepted. If you have a CB radio 
and need help, the Otter 


Creek Citizens Patrol 
operates on Channel 23. The 
phone numbers to call for 
help are 466-1123 or 466- 
1681 or 466-5153. 

New members and dona- 
tions are needed if the patrol 
is to continue with the 
coverage they have been 
providing for the past two and 
a half years. For a member- | 
ship application, contact any | 
member. If you don’t know | 
one, go out and drive around 
the township some night— 
you'll find one!! 
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New officers were elected 
by the Otter Creek Citizens 
Patrol at their regular monthly 
meeting last week. 

Carl Campbell was elected 
president; Dennis Ross, vice- 
president; and Olive McCoyis 
the new secretary-treasurer. 


These officers will serve for 
a two year period. The bylaws 
of the organization provide for 
officers and advisory board 
members to be elected every 
two years and begin their 
terms in alternating years. In 
1983 advisory board mem- 
hers will be elected. 
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